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Singing in Dark Times
In the dark times
Will there also be singing?
Yes, there will also be singing.
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consensus	 points	 toward	 independent	 learners	 and	 critical	 thinkers,	 productive	
people	and	thoughtful,	caring	citizens	or	residents.	Overwhelmingly	these	same	
schools	fail	dismally	when	it	comes	to	delivering	on	their	own	high-minded	mis-
































	 Education	 for	 free	 people—public	 education—is	 powered	 by	 a	 particularly	














































and	it	 remains	an	indispensable	weapon	in	 the	hands	of	 the	powerless.	Yes,	 the	
powerful—the	casino	capitalists	and	the	predatory	financiers,	the	banksters	and	
































































































	 Schools	have	always	been	sites	of	contention,	of	 struggle	over	 the	kind	of	
world	we	want	to	live	in.	There	were	no	good	old	days.	Families,	kids,	teachers,	
communities	have	always	had	to	struggle.	We	can	identify	ourselves	as	citizens	
of	a	country	that	does	not	yet	exist	and	has	no	map,	and	become	that	new	nation’s	
pioneers	and	cartographers—and	 through	our	cooperative	actions	bring	a	more	
assertive	and	vibrant	public	into	being.
	 We	can	always	do	something—and	something	is	where	we	begin.	The	tools	are	
everywhere—humor	and	art,	games	and	stories,	protest	and	spectacle,	the	quiet,	
patient	intervention	and	the	angry	and	urgent	thrust—and	the	rhythm	is	always	the	
same:	we	open	our	eyes	and	look	unblinkingly	at	the	immense	and	dynamic	world	
we	find	before	us;	we	allow	ourselves	to	be	astonished	by	the	beauty	and	horrified	
at	the	suffering	all	around	us;	we	organize	ourselves,	link	hands	with	others,	dive	
in,	speak	up,	and	act	out;	we	doubt	that	our	efforts	have	made	the	important	differ-
ence	we’d	hoped	for,	and	so	we	rethink,	recalibrate,	look	again,	and	dive	in	once	
more.	The	days	of	the	regime	are	numbered.
